
Palm and Passion Sunday 
April 5, 2020  

 

+ INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins  
  and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 {In silence, we repent of our sins before God}  

C Let us confess our sins to God our Father. Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart. We have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As an ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.   
 Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to greet Your 

dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King 
and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and 
follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

+ READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE 

John 12:12-19   (ESV)  

L A reading from the Gospel according to St. John, the 12th chapter. 
 

The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So 
they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out,  
 “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”  
And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,  
 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!”   
His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. The crowd that 
had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to 
bear witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 
So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone 
after him.” 
 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God. 
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1 Corinthians 1:18-25   (ESV) 

L A reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to Corinthians, the 1st chapter. 
 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.  
For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God. 
 
John 18:33-38a   (ESV)  

L A reading from the Gospel of St. John, the 18th chapter. 
 

So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 
Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. 
What have you done?”  

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would 
have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the 
world.” Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this 
purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”  

Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 
 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
+ SERMON 
 

+ THE APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:  Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
 
 

+ LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
+ CLOSING PRAYER 
P Let us pray.   
 Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself 

our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of 
His great humility and patience, be His calming and healing presence in our neighborhoods, and 
be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

+ BENEDICTION    
P  The Lord bless you and keep you.   
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

+ DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.      
C Thanks be to God! 
 


