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LIGHT ACTIVATED 

 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has 

risen upon you.  Isaiah 60:1 

 There it was on the hutch, awaiting another generation of little hands 

to discover its wonder.  For over 25 years, the “Rudolph” cup has mystified 

and delighted grandchildren and now great grandchildren.  When the bottom 

of the cup is lifted up and exposed to the light; a sensor is activated, causing 

Rudolph’s nose to light up and generating a tinny version of the song 

“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.”  Each Christmas season this “magical’ 

cup puts on its show, and then, like other Christmas decorations, the cup is 

put away for the next eleven months.  

 Perhaps that Rudolph cup should be left out longer – at least 

through the season of Epiphany.  Marked by the star leading the Magi to the 

Christ Child, Epiphany is a time of mystery and delight, a time to focus on 

God’s revelation of Himself as the Light shining in the darkness.  

 It’s good to bask in the afterglow of Christmas, literally sitting and 

looking at the lights for one last time before taking down the tree and putting 

away all the ornaments. Yet, our Creator has not designed us to be simply 

passive observers, soaking up the spirit of Christmas for personal 

gratification.  Instead, we are called to be more like that Rudolph cup, 

activated by the light of our Savior’s love.  

 The prophet Isaiah declares:  “Rise, shine, for your light has come!” 

so let’s move into position where the light of our Savior falls upon us – 

activating us to lives of praise and service.  Then “Let your light so shine 

before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven.”  Matthew 5:16 

                                                               -from Our Savior’s School Newsletter,  

January, 2005  (Tom Roemke) 

 

A MEN’S BREAKFAST is 

scheduled for Saturday, 

January 18, 8:30-10 in the 

Fellowship Room.  All Our 

Savior’s men and their friends 

are invited to come for a great 

time of fellowship, good food, 

inspiring worship and 

challenging teaching.  There is 

no charge, but an offering will 

be taken.  Sign up in the 

narthex.  

 

NIGHT TO SHINE:  Our Savior’s will again be serving as host site for Night 

To Shine on Friday, February 7
th
.  Sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation, 

Night To Shine  is a prom night experience for people with disabilities. We 

will join more than 700 churches around in hosting this event.  And what a 

glorious event it is – for guests and volunteers alike!  Throughout the 

evening, our special guests, will receive the royal treatment.  They pass 

through a color guard from CBA and then enter on a red carpet lined by 

cheering paparrazi.  Our guests will then have an opportunity to participate 

in a variety of activities, including a hair/make up station, photo ops, limo 

rides, karaoke, a sit down meal and the dance itself.  The high light of the 

Night To Shine is the coronation ceremony where each guest will be 

crowned king or queen of the prom.    

 This is a memorable evening for both guests and volunteers as 

Jesus’ love is readily shared and celebrated.  Get a flavor of NTS by viewing 

a short video from last year’s Night To Shine on our church website 

(oslalbany.com)  Over 200 volunteers are needed to serve our 135 guests.  

You may sign up for a volunteer position on the church website.    Even if 

you are unable to participate in this year’s Night To Shine, please pray that 

all would experience and celebrate our Savior’s love.  

 

GET CONNECTED 

THROUGH 

SMALL GROUPS 

 Small Groups provide 

opportunities to become more 

closely connected with Christ 

and with one another through 

an interactive study of the 

Word.  Most of the Small 

Groups meet in homes during 

the week although several 

meet at church.   

 A new six session 

series entitled Wonders of His 

Love, focused on Jesus’ 

miracles, will begin in mid-

January.  Consider joining, 

hosting or leading a Small 

Group during this time.  Signup 

sheets are in the Breezeway  
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GROW IN THE WORD 

 Our Savior’s offers numerous opportunities to grow in the Word during the week as well as on Sunday 

mornings.   

 Sunday mornings:  9:30-10:30 (between worship services)   

-Faith That Works:  a five week study of the book of James. This class meets in the Fellowship Room 

-Ancient History – taught by Lisa Fijal in the Prayer Chapel 

-Active Parenting:  six sessions led by Pastor Steven and Karen Lalor, providing communication and 

problem solving skills for parents of preschoolers-preteen years.  This class will meet in Room 214  

(the 3
rd

 grade classroom) 

-Young Moms Support Group – meeting in Room 208 (the 1
st
 grade classroom)  

-Young Adults Group, currently studying the life of David and meeting in Room 212 (the 4
th
 grade 

classroom) 

 Bible Studies at Our Savior’s on Thursdays: 

  -Women’s Bible Study:    Thursday mornings, 10-12 in the Prayer Chapel 

  -Women’s Discipleship:   Thursday evenings, 6:30-8:30 in the Prayer Chapel 

-Men’s Bible Fellowship:  Thursday evenings, 7-8:30 in the school library,  

TIME TO VOTE 
On January 26, 2020 at the 
congregational meeting we will be 
voting to fill two positions on the 
Church Council. The candidates are 
as follows: 
    Church Council secretary/trustee 
          Andy Cross 
    Church Council at-large position 
          Heidi Lenge 
 

If you are unable to attend the 
January 26th meeting but would like to 
vote we have made provisions for 
absentee ballots.  

Please contact Linda Swartz in 
the Church office to receive your 
absentee ballot. Absentee ballots must 
be received in the Church office by 
close of business on January 24, 
2020. 

 

 

Spiced California Walnuts (Recipe from California Walnut Board) 

Ingredients: 

1 egg white 

1 Tbsp water 

2 cups California walnuts (halves and pieces) 

1/2 cup sugar 

1 tsp cinnamon 

1/2 tsp allspice 

Preheat oven to 225 and line a large shallow baking pan with foil. 

Combine egg white and water. Beat until foamy. Add walnut halves 

and pieces and toss to coat. Pour the mixture into a strainer and let 

drain 2-3 minutes. 

Combine sugar, cinnamon and allspice in a plastic or paper bag. 

Shake to mix. 

Add the walnuts; hold the bag shut and shake vigorously to coat the 

nuts. 

Spread the nuts in one layer on the prepared baking sheet. 

Bake for 1 hour, stirring every 15 minutes. 

Cool completely, stirring occasionally and breaking nuts apart if stuck 

together. Don't worry if they stick to the foil, it's easy to peel them off. 

Store in a tightly-capped jar…    Makes 2 cups. 

What You Have Done for the Least of These    
God asks us to care for others and sometimes we feel the caring is beyond our comfort zones. Christmas 
Caroling is an awesome way to care for some of the least of these, people who have been taken out of their 
daily lives of interacting with people or being able to come to church to visit with others, are visited by people 
from church to show God's love. This year we were able to visit with sixteen people who have been taken out of 
their daily routines to spread some joy to them. On our first visit we were able to visit one of our members who 
was waiting for us with such joy in her steps that it was contagious. God was with us all we prayed with some 
who felt alone and unloved. As a child I went Christmas caroling with our family with Pastor Litke to nursing 
homes and other members who were homebound, but like a child I didn't understand the significance of the 
gesture of bringing the church into these people's home who were unable to attend church with us. As I have 
grown the love for people and visiting them with fellow church members is no small gesture but boosts their 
emotional states to show the deep love that Jesus has for them. One of the people who went with us told me 
that Christmas Caroling was the highlight of their Christmas. We visited Ed Vanamerongan which may have 
been his last Christmas service before he joined our Savior the following week. As another person  said they all 
are beaming when we visit just because we came.  God has given us the ability to love people, consider joining 
us next year to spread Jesus' love to others. We even reach other people who are not a part of our church who 
hear us and are filled with joy because someone cared enough to visit.   



 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

The Call Committee is made up of eight people appointed by the Church Council, tasked with calling a new 
pastor to Our Savior's Church.  Shortly after this newsletter is published, we expect to receive a slate of 
candidates to consider.  During the two services on Sunday, December 15, one of our members, Lara Storm 
Hitchcock, provided the congregation with her own insights about her experience seeking the LORD, working 
with the committee, to find God's choice.   Below is the text of her address.   
 
First, I want to express how impressed I've been with each individual on this committee and with the group as a 

whole. What a privilege it's been to work alongside these genuine Spirit-filled believers and lovers of God. In 

John 13:35, Jesus said, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” And I can 

see that, in this committee, we do genuinely love one another. The grace and love between us, the honesty and 

respect, is so great that we can voice any thought without fear of provoking offense or argument. Rather, we 

listen to one another and learn from one another as we seek God’s perspectives over and above our own. 

 

As a group, we represent a diverse array of personalities and backgrounds, but our heartbeat is one and the 

same in this: Our singular desire has been to find the man God would choose as pastor for this next leg of our 

church's journey. Everyone in this committee is fully aware that this task we’ve been given is not something any 

one of us is equipped to carry out in our own wisdom and strength—only by God's Spirit. In the same way, we 

know our next pastor has no chance of success unless God's Spirit reigns in his heart, his mind, and his actions. 

Above all, we desire a man filled to overflowing with the Spirit of God. One who is attuned to God’s leading—

open to the spiritual gifts but also capable of maintaining biblical order. 

 

This past week, as I was reading Bible stories to my daughter Abrah, some of the words jumped out to me, 

reminding me of a discussion some of our group members shared. In chapter 16 of 1 Samuel, God told the 

prophet to select a new king from among the sons of Jesse. Picking up in verse 5, we read, “And he [Samuel] 

consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and 

thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is before him.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 

appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: 

man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” In the verses that follow, son after son 

was presented to Samuel and, repeatedly, Samuel declared, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” ... Then at 

last Samuel said to Jesse, “Are these all the young men?” 

 

Lord, we're asking you to give this call committee the wisdom and strength to say, if need be, “Neither has the 

LORD chosen this one.” Even if that means we run through all the initial candidates presented and find ourselves 

asking, “Are these all the young men?” 

 

To this question Jesse replied, “There yet remains the youngest one, and right now he’s tending the sheep.” 

Samuel told Jesse, “Send someone to get him, for we won’t do anything else until he arrives here.” 

 

Father God, we’re asking You to give us wisdom to know Your will and trust Your timing, that we, as a group, 

won’t do anything else to call a new pastor to this church until we perceive You saying, “Get up and anoint him, 

for this is the one.” 

Submitted by Brian Dollard, Chairman of the Call Committee.  

 

Finance Update through November 2019 
 

Income through Month 4 of the 2019-2020 year: 

Year to date income: $234,402 
 

Expenses through  Month 4 of the 2019-2020 fiscal 
year: 
Year to date operating expenses: $197,655 
 

Please note that $15,000 of this income is due to 
payment for the easement to our property 

 

The great thing about having a friendship with God is that 

there is always the opportunity to start anew - God always 

offers us a new day and a new dawn, no matter what has 

gone before. At the start of the New Year, why not take a 

moment to thank Him for last year, ask His forgiveness for 

where you have failed, and dedicate this new year to Him - 

to serve Him and love Him afresh. 

A New Year's Prayer Lord, You make all things new You 

bring hope alive in our hearts And cause our spirits to be 

born again. Thank you for this new year For all the 

potential it holds. Come and kindle in us A mighty flame So 

that in our time, many will see the wonders of God And live 

forever to praise Your glorious name. Amen 

 



 

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will 

be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his 

good, pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12:2 

 

We’re holding steady at the school. Enrollment continues to remain strong at 142 for this 
school year, with 54 in the preschool and 88 in the elementary/middle school. This past 

month was filled with many activities celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  

 

On December 18th our Middle School, grades 6 
– 8, gave us a fantastic Christmas concert in 

the sanctuary, under the direction of Mr. Chris 
Milkins. Their voices blended beautifully as 
they shared 5 songs that really put us in the 

Christmas spirit. This was followed by time of 
cookies and hot chocolate in the Fellowship 

room. Our elementary/preschool Christmas program was performed earlier than 
normal this year – November 16 – as our music teacher, Mrs. Bethany Hoyt had a 
baby girl. The program was also outstanding and full of energy and life!  
 

For over 8 years now Our Savior’s School has been a part of Operation Christmas 
Child. However, this was a bit of twist that was met with great 

success! We scheduled a night to come pack as a family. We had over 
300 people turn out on Wednesday, November 20th 

for the packing party. We 

packed 260 shoeboxes this 
year! Then our middle school 

students delivered them to 
the collection sight and 
packed them in the truck. 

Praise God!  
 

 
On Fridays December 13 & 20, we gathered the entire school to Sing 
Around the Christmas Tree. We sang some of the most favorite 

Christmas and worship songs and then Jon Belschwinder gave us an 
amazing Biblical challenge. Then we talked about the 

candy cane and it’s 
meaning, followed by 

school board member, 
Cheryl Pangburn giving 
each child a candy cane and 

a poem of its meaning to 
go home and share with 

mom and dad.  
 
Make sure you save the date, March 14th, as it is this year’s OSCS Banquet. It will be 

right here in our gymnasium and the theme this year is School Safety. 
 

 


